TTPS BACK IN TIME RECORDING. 


My concern for the manner in which the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service has 
been recording Convictions in the past, was raised recently on Facebook and by 
email to select quarters. 

After being informed by a dedicated and committed Police Officer, that even if 
someone gets a Conviction for Obscene Language in early life, that stays with 
him/her for the rest of their lives, the need to address that was reborn. 

To hear that, which I immediately challenged, by announcing that this will be 
taken further, a young person can be so convicted at 20 years of age and still 
carry that, on a Police Certificate of Character at 90 years of age, a period of 70 
years, without acquiring another Conviction, in my humble opinion is 
unacceptable, possibly contravening the 4 universal principles of law below:- 

L ACCOUNTABILITY. The government as well as private actors are accountable 
under the law. 

2. JUST LAWS. The laws are clear, publicized, stable and just; are applied evenly; 
and protect fundamental rights, including the security of persons and property 
and certain core human rights. 

3. OPEN GOVERNMENT. The process by which the laws are enacted, 
administered and enforced, are accessible, fair and efficient. 

4. ACCESSIBLE & IMPARTIAL DISPUTE RESOLUTION. Justice is delivered timely by 
competent, ethical and independent representatives and neutrals, who are 
accessible, have adequate resources and reflect the makeup of the communities 
they serve. 

These four universal principles, constitute a working definition of the rule of 
law. They were developed in accordance with internationally accepted 
standards and norms and were tested and refined in consultation with a variety 
of experts worldwide. 

The four universal principles are further developed in the nine factors of the 
annual World Justice Project, Rule of Law Index at, 
https://www.worldjusticeproject.org/rule-of-law-index. Trinidad and Tobago is 
in this Index and ranks 48 on the list of 112 countries worldwide, having a score 
change of -0.01, in the last Index. 

My further research, to address this unacceptable behaviour by the Trinidad 
and Tobago Police Service, with a large number of their Officers, having formal 



degrees in Law, has revealed that, we here in Trinidad and Tobago, have 3 
institutions, which can and should have rectified this issue, a long time ago, 
according to the laws in force elsewhere, we are guided by, in the absence of it 
being listed here, or recorded as precedents in our Courts. 

1. We have Sentencing Commission, established by section 4 of the Sentencing 
Commission Act, Chapter 4:32. Assented to 27th October 2000. 

2. We have a Law Reform Commission, established by section 3 of the Law 
Reform Act, Chapter 3:04. Commenced on 16th December 1969. 

3. We have a Law Revision Commission, established by section 3 of the Law 
Revision Act, Chapter 3:03. Commenced on 24th December 1979. 

To add fuel to this fire of neglect, inefficiency, poor management and 
contributing to the social decay we experience today is the fact, stated in our 
Criminal Offences Act, Chapter 11:01, which commenced 22nd July 1844, 
showing that the provision exist to act in manner which follows the common 
law in England, when we do not have our own common law here, to rely on. 
Section 2 reads:- 

"Every offence which, if done or committed in England, would amount to an 
offence at common law shall, if done or committed in Trinidad and Tobago, be 
taken to be an indictable offence and shall be liable to be and shall be punished 
in the same manner as it would be in England, under or by virtue of any special 
or general statute providing for the punishment of such offence, or, if there be 
no such statute, by the common law." 

This in my humble opinion, gives us the opportunity here to rely on how 
England has dealt with the rehabilitation of offenders, in their Rehabilitation of 
Offenders Act of 1974, providing for Convictions to become Spent. The other 3 
opportunities to do the work for ourselves, in the Commissions before 
mentioned, will depend on how we change our behaviour to affect change. 

My plea for all on Facebook and readers of this email, with knowledge who can 
assist the thousands of our citizens who suffer the indignity of living good and 
decent lives after early Convictions and still having them recorded in their late 
lives, please share, so that this injustice can stop, once and for all. 

Signed . Donald Donat Berment, Specialist, HSDS/NGA/DVC. 383-6184 

email donaldberment@qmail.com. site: https://www.archive.Org/details/@mavawsec. 





